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Sir: 



Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.181, applicant hereby petitions to withdraw the 
holding of abandonment (Notice of Abandonment issued 29 March 2004) in the above- 
referenced application which has been held abandoned because it is alleged in the Notice of 
Abandonment that no reply has been filed in response to the Office Letter mailed on 03 June 
2003. 



In the Office Letter mailed on 03 June 2003 (Paper No. 13), the Examiner stated that 
applicants' previous reply filed on 08 May 2003 was non-responsive due to the failure to provide 
a legible copy of copending U.S. patent applications under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2). Because the 
reply on 08 May 2003 was a bona fide response, applicants were given one month or thirty days 
from 03 June 2003 to provide the copy of the copending U.S. patent applications in compliance 
with the 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2). Thus, the period for complying with the Office Letter would 
have expired on 03 July 2003. 

In accordance with the Office Letter and 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), applicants submitted to 
the USPTO on 26 June 2003, two binders containing a legible copy of 34 copending U.S. patent 
applications with the requisite fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97. Evidence of receipt by the USPTO on 
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26 June 2003 of these documents is shown by the enclosed copy of the date-stamped postcard 
receipt. 

Therefore, applicants hereby petition to withdraw the holding of abandonment in the 
above-referenced application on the grounds that a legible copy of the copending U.S. patent 
applications in compliance with the Office Letter of 03 June 2003 were timely filed in the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office on 26 June 2003 (i.e., before 03 July 2003). 

Prompt and favorable action on the Petition is respectfully requested. In accordance with 
37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 7 it is believed that no fees are required at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

Dated: 05 April 2004 By: 

CUSTOMER NO. 009629 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Tel.: (202) 739-3000 
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